Surname:5

Name:
Institution:
Tutor:
Date:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why the US-Mexican Wall Should Not Be Built
Imagining that Mexico and the US would one day have stringent relations is something that no one would have never imagined, but Trump almost made that possible. Trump's presidential campaign was primarily anchored on straining the peaceful coexistence that the two nations have enjoyed for many years. Trump's criticism of Mexico and its people created a desire to build a wall along the border of Mexico and the US to deter the Mexicans from entering the US illegally and cut ties with them (Newman, Shah, and Collingwood). To Trump, Mexico had benefitted a lot from the US, but the US, on the other hand, nothing tangible to show. According to Trump, insecurity, violence, and drug trafficking are key ways the Mexicans have impacted US society. Thus, building the wall was necessary to stop any of that from happening further (Slack, Jeremy, and Danie). Inasmuch as Trump's arguments might have been sensible, it was argued that the building of the wall would do much harm to the relation between the two countries. The paper will seek to answer the question, should a wall be built between the US and Mexico.
 The wall should not be build due to the impact that it will have on the economies of the two countries. Economists have indicated that every 19 cents that would go into constructing the walls and the fences along the southern border, the economy will decline, and the wages of the low-income US workers will just rise by a cent. Therefore, building the wall will do nothing to improve the US economy, and it is implausible that it will change the poor return investment. Many Mexicans crossing illegally into the US make up a considerable number of workers working in US manufacturing industries and other informal sectors that have a significant contribution to the country's GDP. Building the wall will deter their crossing, leading to fewer workers and lower output, making the economy fall. Even though the low-skilled American workers will benefit from this initiative since their wages will increase by only 58 cents annually, the higher-skilled workers' incomes would fall by $7.6; the wall is a bad investment (Washington Post). Besides, more than $4 billion will be lost every year due to forfeiting nearly $30,000 lost in economic output for each Mexican barred from entering the US. Mexico's economy will also fall due to reduced exports made to the US (Washington Post). Mexico gains more than US$309.6 billion from its exports into the US, but this will change if the wall is built since it will the end of some imports, thus affecting the economy and also the employment rate.
Building the wall would lead to stringent relations between Mexico and the US that may expose the US to external attacks. As the builder and sustainer of the post-war liberal order and the current hegemon of the world, the US involves itself in many countries' affairs (Velasco). The country's agenda is vast and complex, usually difficult to understand by other countries, even its allies. The US involvement in the affairs of other countries has been a blessing and also a curse. The many wars that the US has been involved in have left many havoc, especially in countries in the Middle East and Southeast Asia. This has resulted in these countries hating the US and are always looking for ways to harm the country. Thus, with the stringent relationship that may be brewed between Mexico and the US due to building the wall, these countries may have a better opportunity to launch an attack on the US. Mexico may form allies with these countries, thus allowing them to set up missile-rocket launching bases that could easily be direct to different US cities and therefore cause destruction and deaths of thousands of people. The attack would be devastating than the 9/11 attacks orchestrated by a nation in the Middle East (Farag). Thus, inasmuch as the idea might be farfetched, looking out how this stringent relationship may play out in the global arena puts the US in a disadvantaged position.
 	The construction of the wall will have a severe negative impact on the environment. Environmentalists have indicated that the wall's construction would increase the use of cement, whose production is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions. A study by the University of Bath indicates that each cubic meter of concrete used in making the wall will result in roughly 380 kilograms of carbon dioxide emissions. The study also revealed that steel used would also have a damning impact on the environment as far as its production is concerned. The research suggests that producing 1 kilogram of steel results in the emission of 1.8 kilograms of carbon dioxide to the environment; this number multiplied by the amount of steel used in the wall construction will negatively impact the environment. Other than causing the increase of carbon dioxide emission, building the wall could harm species. More than 1,500 species of fauna and flora make their homes along this biologically diverse North America strip (Woodward). The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) indicates that sixty-two of these species are considered vulnerable or endangered. By building the wall, these species would face extirpation since it will deter the animals from finding mates, necessary food, and freshwater. This may be largely because of being unable to access habitats and resources on either side of the border. The construction of the wall cutting animals' habitat into pieces will forcefully divide species into small subgroups that are effectively unable to interact and mate with one another, thus making them vulnerable to diseases and natural disasters. The division will also create less gene flow between individuals within a species, causing less genetic diversity and a higher possibility of inbreeding, increasing the overall risk for extinction.  
Another aspect of the environment that will be affected by the wall's construction is the flow of major rivers. The wall will affect the flow of Colorado, Tijuana and Rio Grande Rivers, and other tributaries, thereby impairing their quality (Felbab-Brown). When the flow of a river is changed, its natural cleansing mechanism is interfered with, resulting in the buildup of pollutants that may affect the fish among other living organisms. Besides, the wall erection may also contribute to severe flooding that may lead to the destruction of properties and the deaths of people and animals living along the border, as witnessed in 2008 in Nogales, Arizona.
In conclusion, inasmuch as building the wall may benefit the US, several negative impacts will accompany it, according to Trump. The building of the wall may lead to a drastic fall in both countries' economies, especially Mexico. This may also lead to stringent relations between Mexico and the US, exposing the US to external attacks. The wall's construction may also harm the environment ranging from atmospheric pollution to extinction of certain species and impairing freshwater quality in rivers.
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